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Respect
Kinlochbervie is a living landscape. We welcome 
visitors to our home but ask that you respect 
the environment and the people. 

If we all follow the principles of the Scottish 
Outdoor Access Code, then Kinlochbervie will 
be as great a place to visit as it is to live in!

Familiarise yourself with the Code
at the Outdoor Access website:
www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot

You may have heard about the ‘right to roam’ 
in Scotland. In fact, there is only a ‘right of 
responsible access’. If you act irresponsibly, 
you lose your access rights and can be asked 
to leave. Remember – access rights do not 
apply to motorized vehicles (unless these are 
specially built for disabled users).

Using the Code, we have put together 
some Kinlochbervie-specific guidance 
to help you with your trip!

Wild camping
This type of camping is lightweight, done in 
small numbers and only for 2-3 nights in one 
place. Do not camp in enclosed fields and keep 
well away from buildings, roads or historic 
structures. If you wish to camp near a house 
or building, seek the owner’s permission.

Wild camping does not extend to 
motorised vehicles.

Fires should never be lit near woods, on
peaty ground, on protected vegetation like 
machair, near buildings or at times of high
fire risk. Never light a fire that leaves the
earth scorched.

The spot you have picked may be visited 
frequently by others resulting in a cumulative 
effect on the environment caused by 
hundreds of short stays.

Care for others and the environment
– always leave no trace.

Dog handling
Dogs are welcome but every year we see 
incidents of family pets exhibiting a sudden 
change of character. This leads to distress and 
pain and sometimes even death for the animals 
involved. Never let your dog worry or attack
farm animals.

• Don’t take your dog into fields where there   
 are young farm animals.

• If you go into a field with farm animals, keep   
 your dog(s) on a short lead or close at heel and   
 keep them as far as possible from the animals.
  
• If cattle react aggressively and move towards   
 you, keep calm, let the dog go and take the   
 shortest, safest route out of the field.

• In bird-nesting areas such as moorland,   
 grasslands and water shores, keep your   
 dog on a short lead or close at heel during
 the ground nesting bird breeding season   
 (April-July).  

Remember your poo-bags!

Vital lifelines
Single track roads are part of the adventure of 
travel in this area. They are also vital life-lines 
used by emergency services who could be 
volunteers travelling in unmarked vehicles.
Use passing places to permit overtaking.
As well as reversing to allow oncoming traffic
to pass, drivers must pull into a passing place
to allow faster traffic to pass. 

Advice for
motorhome users
There is overnight stopping, waste disposal 
and fresh water at Loch Clash Stopover
(pay at nearby Spar shop).

Do not put any waste into the public toilets.
The toilets cannot handle the volume of waste 
and the pipes will become clogged.

Do not put grey water on to the ground or in 
storm drains. In Scotland, it is illegal to discharge 
grey water anywhere other than a designated 
disposal point.

#Respect
#Protect
#Enjoy

Emergency
Telephone Numbers
Police urgent 999
Police non-urgent 101
Doctor Kinlochbervie 01971 521 260
NHS 24 111
Harbourmaster 01971 521 235
Coastguard  999 
Mountain Rescue 999
Rogart Vets (nearest vet) 01408 641 352

Community Website
For information on visitor accommodation, 
places to eat and drink, shops and attractions.
www.kinlochbervie.info



Discover Kinlochbervie
Kinlochbervie and the surrounding townships are 
a small but active fishing and crofting community 
with a population of 400.

We are situated on the north west edge of the 
British mainland – an area of outstanding natural 
beauty. We hope visitors will stay a while to enjoy 
the natural wonders and genuine hospitality.

You can experience the weather coming in off
the Atlantic. See and feel the quality of light and 
water. Witness closely the effects of the last ice 
age. Hear a veritable orchestra of birdsong.
Experience the wild garden of colour on the 
machair. Watch out for deer, otters and minke 
whales. And of course – watch out for and take 
precautions against the legendary midge and tick!

Relax and breathe in the fresh air – let your 
senses revive and restore you. We are proud
to welcome you to our home and ask that you 
respect our way of life by being aware that we are 
a working community dealing daily with livestock, 
fishing, commerce and essential services.

History
The Kinlochbervie area has a long settlement 
history going back to prehistoric times. 
Traditionally the area was part of the MacKay 
territory into which Morrisons from the Hebrides 
moved around 400 years ago. There has also 
been significant Norse influence. Originally 
people settled in the coastal area of Aisir 
(Oldshoremore) where the best land was.

During the Highland Clearances in the early
19th Century, the population greatly increased 
when the inland areas of Strathnaver were 
cleared of their tenants to make way for sheep. 
The dispossessed settled particularly along the 
shores of Loch Inchard and the linear division
of croft lots running down to the loch side
(below) can still be seen in settlements like 
Achriesgill and Achlyness. 

Subsequent clearance of 
the area left the many 
ruined houses which 
are still visible today 
(right).

Crofting
The landscape of the Kinlochbervie area is 
defined by crofting – a type of agriculture 
that has been practised for generations in 
the Highlands. It is characterised by small 
landholdings, scattered croft houses and 
shared areas of common grazing.

Rise of fishing
In the late 19th century when the North 
Sea fish stocks went into decline, east 
coast fishermen moved to the west coast 
to exploit the still bountiful waters of the 
Atlantic. Loch Clash was the original centre 
(see below) of the fishing industry until the 
new harbour was built in the 1970s.

Historic buildings
On the way to the new harbour are two 
buildings designed by Thomas Telford and 
built in 1829: the Kinlochbervie Parliamentary 
Church (see below) and adjacent Manse.

Robert
McBeath VC
Robert Gordon
McBeath was
Sutherland’s only
Victoria Cross
winner and was
known throughout
the county as
“Our Own VC”.

Born in 1897 in Fraserburgh, a fishing
village in north-east Scotland, Robert grew
up in Kinlochbervie as the Gaelic-speaking
adopted son of local woman Barbara
MacKenzie. He attended Badcall School (now
the Old School Restaurant). Enlisting in the 
Seaforth Highlanders at the outbreak of World 
War One, he was awarded the Victoria Cross
for his courageous actions during the Battle
of Cambrai in 1917 whilst still a teenager.

After the war, Robert moved to Canada with
his new bride Barbara MacKay. He joined the 
Vancouver Police Department and was fatally 
shot in 1922 whilst on duty. He was 24 years old.

Gaelic and Norse
place names
Until well into the 20th century, Gaelic was the 
language of Kinlochbervie. Most area place 
names have their origin in the Gaelic language. 
But Norse influences were also common as the 
area was well known to the Vikings.

Gaelic
Ceann Loch Biorbhaidh (Kinlochbervie) - 
“at the head of Loch Bervie”; 
Loch na Claise (Loch Clash) - 
“the loch of the hollow”; 
Loch Innes na ba Buidh - 
“the loch of the pasture of the yellow cows”.

Norse
Sutherland – Southland 
Laxford – salmon fjord

The ‘wild’ land you see around you is very likely 
part of someone’s livelihood. The roads are our 
essential highways. Please understand and 
follow the Scottish Access Code and rules of the 
road. Enjoy our local facilities, book ahead and 
become one of our many returning visitors.
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Places of interest and things to do...

Mountains 
Three impressive mountains form a back-drop
to Kinlochbervie. They are: 

Foinaven (911m)

Arkle (758m)

Ben Stack (720m), near Achfary 

Local Walks 
There are walks for every taste and ability from 
the easy path that borders Loch Innes to the
20 mile hike to Cape Wrath – much of it over 
rough ground. In the summer there are guided 
nature walks led by the Countryside Ranger. 

For more information and booking visit:
www.highlifehighland.com/rangers/

Loch Innis
An easy walk beside Loch Innis in the centre of 
the village – start at end of Manse Road.

Manse Road Peat Road
A short uphill walk from the end of Manse Road. 
Look back towards stunning views of the village.

Oldshoremore to Sheigra
A coastal walk between the beaches of 
Oldshoremore, Polin and Sheigra.

Kinlochbervie Harbour 
The harbour in Loch Bervie beside Loch Inchard 
is one of the top whitefish ports in Scotland. 
There is also a thriving shellfish fishery and the 
most northerly yacht marina on the west coast.  

The harbour chandlers is a good port of call for 
useful items for fishers and visitors alike. Fish are 
auctioned at the market building (check in the 
evenings) and tourists are welcome to watch at
a respectable distance. Seals can often be seen 
when the tide and fishing boats are both ‘in’.

Nearby is Loch Clash which was the original 
commercial heart of the village. The jetty on the 
Pier Is popular for fishing and the small beach 
offers easy access for kayakers and paddle 
boarders. There are no guarantees but you
might spot seals, otters, dolphins, porpoises
and even whales. There are two picnic areas
and a nearby shop and café as well as facilities
on the pier for motorhomes.

For information on 
accommodation, places 
to eat and drink and 
visitor attractions visit:
www.kinlochbervie.info

Parking

Toilets 
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EVC
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Overnight Parking (£)
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Police Station

Fire Station

Citizen’s Advice

Beaches from 
Kinlochbervie Centre:
Oldshoremore – 2 miles
Polin – 3 miles
Sheigra – 4.5 miles

Sandwood Bay: 
Car Park (Blairmore)  – 3.5 miles
Beach – 7 miles (4 miles from Car Park)

Inverness

Perth

Glasgow Edinburgh

Aberdeen

Kinlochbervie

Sheigra Beach

Polin Beach

Oldshoremore Beach

Geology
We are part of the North West Highlands
UNESCO Global Geopark. Our incredible landscape 
is underpinned by extraordinary geology, where 
you can experience the legacy of 3 billion years
of Earth’s history. Ranger and specialist guided 
Geotours help make the geology of the area 
accessible to all.

For more information visit: 
www.nwhgeopark.com

Beaches 
Follow the coast road north through 
Kinlochbervie and enter a crofting landscape 
dotted with stunning beaches. 

Oldshoremore to Sheigra is a protected Site
of Special Scientific Interest covering 620 
acres of shifting sand dunes. One of the best 
examples of Machair in Britain, the area has 
over 220 species of flowering plants including 
several types of orchids.
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www.kinlochbervie.info

Emergency?
If you are in an 

emergency situation
on the water or in 

the mountains, 
call 999 and ask 

for the police.

Longer Walks 
Sandwood Bay
Sandwood Bay is an expansive sandy beach
that is over 1 mile long with the iconic Am 
Buachaille (“the shepherd”) sea stack at one
end and bounded by an extensive area of
dunes and machair. All of the Sandwood estate 
is owned by the conservation charity The John 
Muir Trust who provide a car park and public 
toilets at Blairmore at the start of the path.

Hill Walking
The area offers an abundance of hill walking 
opportunities. The long distance Cape Wrath 
Trail also runs through the village.

More information can be found in our 
book Walker’s Guide to Kinlochbervie.


